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TV DESIGN DUO Steven Sabados and Chris Hynd-
man have launched a new home decor line called S
& C, to be available at retzilers across the country
at the end of this month.
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THE 5 & C COLLECTION will include upholstered

IR S  sofas, loveseats, chairs, ottomans and head-
BN = DCoards; and area rugs and decorative accessories.

ince | quit my office job
m and plunged into the world

of design two years ago I've
learned one important lesson:
The more I know. the more I
don't know.

For example. I'm fairly sure 1

won't be creating the next
Bauhaus

ty wood
In u_,,_uﬁ some things just

don’t translate. As consumers
and viewers we may know what
we like but we couldn’t tell you
why. Designers, however, develop
a kind of communication in the
making, and it's not necessarily
verbal lan-

or Eames URBAN guage but
chair, bur HMEWNNQ: visual.
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always i | sign. Instruc-
loved tors in this

those elegant, enduring designs.

Style, comfort and efficiency
are the major factors, but there’s
something else in those pieces
that's just beyond my mental
grasp. The Japanese word “funi-
ki® comes to mind — the soul or
vibe of a space — but that does-
n't work for objects.

When I was a staff writer for a
tourist magazine in Kyoto, I was
asked to translate the following
piece of Japanglish for an adver-
tiser: “Feel the soul of the poetry
of this wood.” Best I could come
up with was, “We use high-quali-

field compel students to consid-
er the visual language in every-
thing from Renaissance paint-
ings to contemporary sculpture,
from film to furniture. It’s not
necessarily a secret to decode
but a logical starting point.
What is being communicated in
the choice of that material,
shape, colour or context?

AT least, this was the train of
thought shunting through my
grey matter at the end of my
Foundations In 3-D Design
course at Emily Carr Institute Of
Art And Design, at Granville Is-
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Emily Carr Institute’s 3D design students face the challenge of creating a one-piece cardboard chair during class.

land. I've learned there's a lan-
guage [ can barely grasp. Going
back to school is a sure-fire way
to shrink the ego.

This may be why an assign-
ment that had us commumnicat-
ing a verb in a simple material
like cardstock wasn't the class
favourite, admits design instruc-

tor Duane Elverum. (I was a ball
of confusion as I tried to make a
disposable aluminum roasting
pan communicate the verb
“buckle.”)

“It was the most challenging
assignment because you have to

class of 15 or so on the last day.
It forces the mind to go deep.”
Il mull that point over curled up
on my mid-century modern arm-
chair with a glass of pinot gris.

dwell inside your head instead of  fwwiwhomumswarkzcom) She dveslls oo urban-home

just the material,” he told the

Emues every Thursday in Metro,

“It's made a world of difference”

Thanks to the Rental Assistance 13&33 nmné_ doesn't worry about having
enough money to cover household e The v—a&:nm_ﬁw_.mﬁm:&_
raised the maximum household wﬁczﬁ% Fq.m..m Rental Assistance
Program, meaning more ..___E_ﬁ_qﬁ families with wﬁuaw.smmﬁaﬂ income
of less than $28,000 are eligible.

B.C. families, like Cathy’s, who rent
in the private market, may be
eligible to receive direct cash
assistance for their monthly rent
payments. Families must have
at least one child under the
age of 19, have lived in B.C.
for the past 12 months and
have been employed at
some point during the
past year.

For more information
on the Rental
Assistance Program,
contact BC Housing
at 604-433-22181n
the Lower Mainland
or 1-800-257-7756
elsewherein B.C.

www.bchousing.org
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Bamboo’s modern _uo:m:Nm

wwﬁ: associate bamboo

in home decor with a
cheesy “tropical” look,
think again. Stylish, envi-
ronmentally friendly and
versatile bamboe is turn-
ing up in many aspects of
home decor these days.

Trendy bamboo styles
are appearing in flooring,
window treatments, furni-
ture, SCreens, Countertops,
and in accents from rugs
to bowls, vases, picture
frames, coasters, and cut-
ting boards.

The *tilki" look is out,
but the newer bamboo
styling is elegant, and
functional. The look is
earthy, richly textured,
warm, natural and re-
laxed, and the design team
is all over it!

Bamboo products can be
found and bought on a
host of websites, most of
them American, and many
of them from California.
Check out www.totallybamb

. | oo.com for ideas.

The humble “match-
stick™ bamboo blind from
your days at university, for
example, has come a long
way. Check out a Chinese
site, www.1zzbamboo.com, or
an American site, www.pay
lessdecor.com to get an idea
of the huge diversity in
bamboo blinds.

The blind can be finely
woven or deeply textured;
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nn..mu_. can be gorgeously
patterned with horizontal
lines or rectangular
shapes.

Colour Your World
stores carry Hunter Dou-
glas® “woven wood ™
shades, made of bamboo
and grasses, which can be
customized in colour and
opacity. See www.hunter
douglas.com.

If you're considering
new flooring, bamboo
floors are gaining in popu-
larity. And why not? It’s
strong, lasts forever, and
looks beautiful with its
distinctive nodes. (It is sus-
tainable because it comes
from a plant in the grass
family that can be harvest-
ed every three to five
years, rather than the sev-
eral decades needed by
hardwood trees.)

Bamboo's natural colour
is blond, but you can pur-
chase "carbonized” or
smoked bamboo, which is
naturally darker in tone.

Colours are also possi-
ble, but keep in mind that
adding colour to the bam-
boo makes it a little softer.
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Kwikfit Trimmable Bamboo
Blind, by Versailles Home
Fashions, at Home Depot.

In price, it is comparable
to the price of good-qualiry
hardwood flooring, and is
laid and maintained much
in the same way as hard-
wood. Many flooring re-
tailers now carry bamboo
flooring; but check out
www.bnilddirect.com out of
Vancouver for prices —
they carry bamboo floor-
ing from $1.73 up to $3.08
per square foot.




